
Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

Welcome to our Year 7 
Literacy and Numeracy 

Information Evening
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The KS3 Curriculum

Subject

Hours per 

Fortnight Annual Total

English 8 152

Maths & Computing 8 152

Science 6 114

Drama 3 57

Music 2 38

PE & Dance 4 76

Design, Art & Tech 5 95

History 3 57

Geography 3 57

RE 1 19

Languages 6 114

PSHE 1 19

Total 50 950
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Why do we set homework?

• Homework makes an invaluable contribution to students’ progress and is used to 
reinforce or extend what is learned in school as well as to support students to 
develop effective independent learning habits. 

• We ask parents and carers to support us in supporting their child’s independent 
learning by providing a suitable space for completion of tasks and ensuring that 
homework is completed on time and with maximum effort.

• Independent international research has shown that the effective use of 
homework has a high impact on students’ learning, typically improving their rate 
of progress by 5 months. 
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Why teach Literacy?

• Children with language difficulties at 
age 5 are four times more likely to 
have reading difficulties in adulthood, 
three times as likely to have mental 
health problems, and twice as likely to 
be unemployed. 

(Law et al 2017) 
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Why teach Numeracy?

• Employment

• Wages

• Money

• Health

• Social, emotional and behavioural difficulties

• School exclusions

• Truancy

• Crime
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What are we afraid of?

“Can you help me with my homework…”?

• Personal bad experience

• Worrying your children are better than you

• Fear of telling them the wrong thing

• Don’t understand the question

• Maths = algebra or trigonometry English = Shakespeare or poetry
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Question

• On average, how many words does

(a) a Year 7 student

12,000

(b) an adult know the meaning of ?

40,000
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What is the meaning of this number?

1
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What is the meaning of this number?

10
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What is the meaning of this number?

100
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What is the meaning of this number?

1 000
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What is the meaning of this number?

10 000
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What is the meaning of this number?

100 000
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What is the meaning of this number?

1 000 000
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What is the meaning of this number?

10 000 000
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What is the meaning of this number?

100 000 000
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What is the meaning of this number?

1 000 000 000
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What is the meaning of this number?

10 000 000 000
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What is the meaning of this number?

100 000 000 000
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What is the meaning of this number?

900 000 000 000
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Conclusion
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Numeracy Priorities

Number

Problem Solving and Reasoning

Graphs and Charts

Estimation
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Literacy Priorities
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Reading

Reading for Pleasure

• Use of library
• Use of tutor time
• Library lesson

Reading Fluency in 
the classroom

• Prosody
• Modelling
• Assistance
• Practice

Reading Fluency 
Intervention

• Identification
• Development lessons
• Phrased Text
• Performance
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What can you do?
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Numeracy

Miss Jess Prior: Curriculum Director for Maths and Computing
jprior@wellswayschool.com

Mrs Becky Stephenson: Deputy Curriculum Director for Maths (Key Stage 3)
rstephenson@wellswayschool.com

mailto:jprior@wellswayschool.com
mailto:rdavey@wellswayschool.com
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Scheme of Learning

• Split into Core and Core Plus

• Each topic is categorised into Algebra, Number, Shape or Probability 
and Statistics

• In Year 7, we complete a computing project during Term 3
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Scheme of Learning
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Groupings

7MW/Ma 7LW/Ma

7ME/Ma 7ML/Ma 7LE/Ma 7LL/Ma

7MS/Ma 7LS/Ma

Core Plus curriculum 
with additional stretch 

and challenge

Core Plus curriculum 
with additional 

consolidation or stretch 
and challenge as 

appropriate

Core curriculum with 
additional in-class 

support
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Assessment

Progress Check 
This is a low stakes test that takes place every 4 – 6 lessons so that the teacher can
assess how each student has completed a couple of questions independently. 

Topic Test
After each topic, students complete an in-class assessment which is typically about 
30 minutes long.

Whole Cohort Assessment
This is a larger assessment (normally an hour long) which is completed three times in
an academic year. 
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Assessment and Feedback

This is a low stakes test that takes 
place every 4 – 6 lessons so that 
the teacher can assess how each 
student has completed a couple of 
questions independently.

In the next lesson, the teacher will 
provide feedback to the class. 
Students will then complete some 
prescriptive 'green pen' work 
based on their progress check.
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Assessment and Feedback
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Assessment and Feedback
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Assessment and Feedback

Whole Cohort Assessment

This is a larger assessment (normally an hour long) which is completed three times in
an academic year.

The first of these has already been completed by our current Year 7 in September. The other 
two assessments will be completed in January and June.

Prior to each of these assessments, we will be having recap lessons in class as well as setting 
revision tasks as homework.
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Assessment and Feedback

Following each assessment, your child will be 
issued with a feedback sheet. This will outline 
which topic each question was assessing and 
how they performed in each question.

Based on this feedback sheet, your child's 
teacher will highlight a couple of topics that 
your child should work on. They will then be 
set a homework on this.
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Assessment and Feedback
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Homework

Set once a week – each task should take about 30 mins 
to complete.
If you find your child is regularly spending much longer 
than this, encourage them to speak to their maths 
teacher!

• Year 7 Transition Booklets
• MathsWatch – marked as they go along. Videos to 

support!
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Extra Support

Mrs Prescott runs our Maths Extra sessions that
Year 7 students can attend every Tuesday after school.

These are drop-in sessions to complete 
homework; seek help with content from lessons; 
practise questions in preparation for an assessment or 
extend maths knowledge beyond the classroom.

Mrs Prescott gets to know all the students that 
regularly attend the session very well and tailors what 
she does to support their needs.
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Enrichment Opportunities
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Enrichment Opportunities
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Enrichment Opportunities

Around 60 students in each year group will compete in the 
Junior/Intermediate/Senior Maths Challenge run by the UKMT each year.
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What can you do to support?

• Correct equipment!

• 5-a-day 
(https://corbettmaths.com/)

• Encouragement to complete 
homework and attend Maths 
Extra

https://corbettmaths.com/
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Star of the Term
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Literacy

Mrs Abbey Edmonds: Deputy Curriculum Director of English 
Miss Sophie Brooks: Curriculum Director of English 
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Literacy

Vocabulary
• Accurate and 

appropriate 
• Tier 2 and Tier 3

Writing
• Full sentences
• Model the process
• Green pen before

marking

Oracy
• Questioning
• Link to vocabulary

SPaG
• Specific feedback
• Highlight errors
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Units and Assessment Skills

Topic Key skills linking to assessment:

1 Storytelling: folk tales Creative writing: story writing

2 Modern Drama and Gothic fiction: Frankenstein 
by Phillip Pullman

Analytical writing

3 Contemporary fiction (Refugee Boy) Creative writing: writing from a character’s 
perspective

4 History of the English Language Exploring language associated with The
Miller’s Tale

5 Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s Dream Reading and analysis skills.
Speaking and listening opportunity: 
modernise and act out a scene.
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Vocabulary: Tier examples

Tier 3

Analyse
Explore
Evaluate
Summarise
Contrast
Quote
Persuade

Tier 2

Simile
Metaphor
Alliteration
Narrator
Narrative structure
Repetition
Themes
Characterisation

Words that appear across a range of domains, 
students may read but are not often used in 
everyday speech.

Words consisting of technical, subject vocabulary 

specific to a certain discipline of study.
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Key Focus: Literacy Skills

Teaching:

• Key literacy foci per term, linked into curriculum and homework.

Homework:

1) Weekly SPaG/ literacy homeworks (10-15 
minutes)

2) Fortnightly main homework tasks- linked to 
topic (15 minutes).

• Marking and feedback during lessons. 
Opportunities for teachers to evaluate 
student understanding and address 
misconceptions. 

Class Work Marking:

• Fortnightly feedback.

• Identifying literacy errors and supporting 
as appropriate.

• Clear targets for improvement.

• Self and peer assessment (green pen).

• Termly assessments.
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Reading

Employability

vocabulary

Articulation and 
communication

SPaG

Understanding of 
the world

Creative writing 
skills

Benefits of 
Reading:

skills
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Reading

Class texts

Self/ peer 
marking

Reading aloud: 
developing oracy 

skills

Example 
responses

Fiction and non-
fiction

Library lessons 
(twice a term)

How we 
approach 
reading in 

English



Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

Challenge, Support and Enrichment in English

• In-class challenge for all students

• Teacher support – Inclusion liaison with Mr C. Cooke

• Year 7 newsletter – support and enrichment 

• Reading lists – reading mountain in the library and 
reading recommendations on the school website 
(library pages)

• Book Buzz – Term 2

• Interhouse competitions – library and English

• Rising Stars – Wednesday after school in L16

• Book Club – Week B Thursday lunch time in library
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BOOK BUZZ 2023
Your chance to choose from

this amazing selection of
books as a gift from us to you! 

(With thanks to the Friends of Wellsway)
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Challenge and Support from Home

• Word games: Taboo, Boggle, Scrabble, 
Number plate games

• Typos and literacy errors
• Route planning – giving directions
• Following written and verbal instructions –

recipes, washing guidelines etc.
• Reading (anything and everything!)
• Conversations- Dinner time talk:

what did you do at school?
What did you enjoy about today?
Tell me one thing you learnt today.
Tell me three things you enjoyed about 
English/ History/ PE.

• Newsletter enrichment

Enhancing cultural awareness (or 
capital):
• Watching and discussing the news
• Going to the theatre, museums, 

exhibitions and experiences – online 
theatre performances.

• Reading – classic novels, 
newspapers, non-fiction books, 
articles.

• TED talks: 
https://www.ted.com/talks

• Library visits (online library).
• Anything that supports your child’s 

understanding of the country and 
world around them.

https://www.ted.com/talks
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